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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Ella  Buchanan 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Children's  Lincoln,   by  Ella   Buchanan. 


MARCH  12, 


Lincoln  Was  Not  Homely. 


pU_A  BUCHANAN,  Hollywood  seulp- 
tress,  who  has  just  finished  a 
miniature  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  a.  statuette  of  Lincoln,  as  the 
young  rail-splitter,  both  of  which 
will  be  used  In  exploitation,  of  the 
Bookeit-Lincoln  Film  Company's  cin- 
ematic production  of  the  life  and 
times  of  Lincoln,  takes  issue  with 
those  people  who  apply  such  adjec- 
tives as  ugly,  awkward,  clumsy,  un- 
couth   to  Lincoln. 

Miss  Buchanan,  who  has  to  her 
credit  at  least  four  subjects  of  Lin- 
coln, declares  that  she  finds  grace  and 
charm  in  almost  every  line  of  his 
body,  and  she  cites  the  photograph 
of  him  taken  in  18G0,  at  the  t'lmo  of 
his  Cooper  Institute  speech  in  New 
York,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one,  to  prove 
her   contention. 

This  photograph,  taken  by  Matthew 
Brady,  docs,  indeed,  show  Lincoln  to 
advantage.  Every  line  is  graceful 
and  expressive  of  dignity  and  power, 
especially  the  hands  and  arms  and 
the  poise  of  the  head  and  body.  It 
is  a  standing  figure,  straight  as  an 
Indian,  the  face  beardless  and  the 
expression    benign   and   charming. 

Lincoln  was  never  clumsy,   declared 
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Miss  Buchanan.  He  moved  rapidly 
when  under  pressure  of  work  and 
went  upstairs  four  steps  at  a  time. 
Also  he  sat  his  horse  easily  and  his 
movements  were  free  when  at  play 
with  his  children. 

His  face  was  not  ugly.  His  fea- 
tures were  strong,  and,  when  ana- 
lyzed, were  expressive  and  noble.  His 
habitual  wearing  of  a  collar  too  large 
accentuated  the  leanness  of  his  face 
and  neck,  and  ill-titting  clothes  at 
times  made  him.  appear  almost  gro- 
tesque, but  to  the  artist's,  eye  the 
long  lines  show  with  grace  and  maj- 
esty. 

Every  person  who  knew  Lincoln 
testifies  to  his  charm  and  dwells  upon 
his  engaging  personality  and  many 
of  them  bear  out  Miss  Buchanan's 
own  opinion  that  neither  photograph 
nor  olay  nor  canvas  has  ever  yet 
caught  him  as  people  really  saw  him 
nor  ever  will,  for  it  was  the  godlike 
spirit  of  the  man  shining  through 
his  personality  that  made  him  so  en- 
gaging. 

In  .Miss  Buchanan's  latest  work, 
which  she  titles  "The  Young  Lincoln," 
he  stands  hatless  by  the  stump  of  a 
tree.  In  his  right  hand  he  holds  his 
ax,  his  fingers  gripping  it  close  to 
the  head.  The  gaunt  figure  is  clad 
in  hickory  shirt  open  at  the  throat, 
pants  baggy  at  the  knees,  and  the 
heavy  boots  of  pioneer  days.  His 
thick,  wind-blown  hair  is  piled  above 
his  noble  brow,  and  his  gaze  is  direct- 
ed downward  toward  the  stump, 
whereon  is  perched  a  baby  squirrel, 
nestling  against  the  left  palm  of  the 
kindly  woodsman.  The  poise  of  the 
body  is  that  of  a  workman  weary 
with  his  task,  pausing  to  snatch  a 
moment's  breathing  space,  while  upon 
the  lean,  homely  features  there  is  an 
expression  of  tenderness  and  com- 
passion that  almost  moves  the  be- 
holder to  tears. 
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April  16,  1932 


I£Lla  Buchanan 
1539  H.  i,dgen»nt 
Hollywood,  California 

Deer  Madam; 


It  is  -r&vy  JdLnd  of  you  indeed  to  forward  the 
portraits  of  your  Lincoln  stu£ies.   e  have  been  trying 
to  gather  every  bit  of  info  nnet  ion  available  ebout  the 
metallic  Lincoln  and  your  contribution  will  add  very 
much  to  this  collection*  The  story  of  the  presentation 
which  was  anticipated  for  Presdldan  Harding  should  be 
preserved  end  we  ere  very  glad  to  have  not  only  the 
pictures  but  your  story  ebout*  The 


I  813 


Shanking  you  most  kindly  for  your  interest, 


Respectfully  yours, 


Lincoln  Historical 


Director 
Be search  Foundation 
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iitprinted  from  "Town  and  Country  Review,"  London,  England. 


ELLA   BUCHANAN 

Sculptor,  of  Hollywood 

Art,  in  any  of  its  numerous  forms,  can  portray  or  engender  many 
emotions — Music  can  inspire  and  charm,  painting  can  delight  the 
eye  and  m:nd,  but  sculpture,  when  skilfully  modelled  by  an  artist 
who  knows  truth  and  life,  can  show  the  latter  with  a  vigour  and 
beauty  that  naught  else  can  approach,  whether  the  medium  be  the 
plastic  clay  or  the  more  difficult  marble.  The  sculptor  of  genius 
can  vivify  each  masterpiece  with  the  portrayal  of  comedy  or 
tiagedy,  beauty  or  ugliness,  strife  or  peace,  and  can  make  each 
group  or  even  a  single  figure  express  the  des  res  and  aspirations  of 
life,  :ts  hopes  and  fears,  or  its  bitter  griefs,  wild  passions,  }uy* — 
_  nd  disappointments. 

An  mstance  ol  how  true  sculpture  can  lecture  mankind,  more 
clearly  than  any  mere  words,  may  be  seen  in  Ella  Buchanan's  re- 
markable group  THE  ALTAR  OF  THE  NATIONS,  bringing  home 
to  all  who  gaze  upon  it  the  realizat'on  of  what  an  appalling  scourge 
is  vVar,  with  its  waste  of  1  fe  and  destruction  of  happiness. 
Nothing  could  be  more  viv  d  than  the  contiguity  of  life  and  death 
in  this  p:ece,  where  the  slain  and  shattered  figure  of  a  man  lies  pros- 
trate on  a  cannon,  whilst  a  woman  kneels  in  an  agony  of  prayer^ 
arms  uplifted  to  the  skies  with  va:n  appeal  against  remorseless 
fate. 

Again  the  sculptue  lives  n  the  figure  FROM  THE  BREACH 
LINE  a  starved  and  gaunt  "Down-and-out"  whose  expression  of 
hunger  and  furtive  fear  is  almost  animal.  Agan,  in  wHITE 
.SLAVER  Y,  where  we  see  the  figure  of  a  beautiful  wom:.n  nailed  on 
a  cross,  r.t  the  foot  of  wh  ch  crouches  a  ghoulish  embodiment  of 
lust  and  cruelty. 

In  equally  "bold  style  is  THE  END  OF  THE  STRIKE  ;  this  :s 
a  .mother  with  a  dead  baby,  and  was  done  when  there  was  a  long 
coalminers'  strike  in  the  middle  west.  In  lighter  mood  are  the 
figures  of  NARCISSUS  and  a  Male  DANCER,  both  nudes  oi 
strik'ng  beauty  and  mer't.  THE  EXPULSION,  Adam  and  Eve 
leaving  Paradise,  THE  PRODIGAL  SON,  a  remarkable  portrayal 
'  i  re'fret  and  disillusion,  and  a  b'ist  cf  MARY  MAGDALENE  are 
ancng  religious  subjects  produced  by  Ella  Buchanan.  Space  does 
not  permit  the  detaTng  of  a  full  list  of  this  talented  lady's  works, 
but  we  must  include  mention  of  ALTER  EGO,  a  deeply  thoughtful 
:.;~sk  face,  on  hand  and  arm — and  a  particularly  pleasing  group 
entitled  LINCOLN,  in  which  the  great  President  is  shown  'n  happy 
paternal  role. 

Ella  Buchanan  was  born  in  Preston,  Canada  ;  the  daughter  of 
T'ihn  C.  and  Catgerine  (Bergev)  Buchanan.  She  has  lived  all  her 
life  in  the  Un:ted  States  and  was  educated  at  publ!c  schools  in 
Springfield,  Illinois,  and  studied  sculpture  at  the  Art  Institute, 
Chicago,  ] 908-1 9]  1.  Her  father  was  a  newspaper  publisher  and 
ed'tor  :n  the  middle  west.  The  winner  of  many  recognitions  and 
prizes  for  her  works,  wlrch  have  been  shown  at  prominent  exhib'- 
tions  throughout  the  U.S.,  Ella  Buchanan,  who  settled  in  California 
:n  1915,  resides  at  WS  North  Edgemont  Street,  Hollywood. 
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Frederick  J.  Haskin,    Director 

111.    State  Register   information  wureau 

Washington,   D.  G. 

Dear  Mr.  Haskin: 

I illyou  please   tell  me  whether   a  silver  statuette 
entitled  "The  Young  Lincon,"   by   alia  Buchanan,   sculptor 
of  Hollywood,    California,    is  now  at  the   White  House? 

Miss  Buchanan  says  that  that  this  statuette  was 
to  have  been  presented   to   xrcsident  Harding  v»hen  he 
should  visit  Los  Angeles  on  that  trip  during  which  hr 
was   fatally  stricken  at  San  rrancisco. 

She   thinks   that  the  statuette  was  sent  on  to  Mrs. 
Harding,   but  this  supposition  is  based  on   the   fact  that 
a  few  years  later  she  saw  a  reproduction  of  it  in  the 
Ladies1   Home  Journal,    saying  that   it  was  at  the  v hite 
House « 


In  case   it   is  not  there  now,   could  you  tell  me 
where   else   in  Washington   it  might  be,    or  what  was   done 


Stamped,   self-addressed  envelope   in  enclosed  for 
personal  reply.      Thank  you. 

Yours   truly, 
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THE  ILLINOIS  STATE  REGISTER 

INFORMATION    BUREAU 

Frederic  J.  Haskin,  Director 
WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 


2-7-59 


Dear  Miss  Martin: 

The  White  House  says  that  the 
statuette  about  which  you  have  in- 
quired is  not  in  the  Executive  Mansion* 
We  regret  our  inability  to  find  refer- 
ence to  it, 


Truly, 


dr-mf-ill  s-r 
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Ladies'  Home  Journal 

The  Curtis  Publishing  Company 

Bruce  Gould 

Beatrice  Blackmar  Gould 

Editors 

Philadelphia 


February  21,  1940 


Miss  Lorene  Martin, 
Virginia,  Illinois. 

Dear  Miss  Martin: 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  February  16, 
we  are  very  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  that  our 
records  do  not  indicate  that  we  ever  published 
a  reproduction  of  the  statuette  to  which  you 
refer. 


If  you  can  give  us  the  date  of  publica- 
tion, we  will  be  very  glad  to  again  make  a  search 
for  the  page. 

Yours  very  truly, 

THE  ART  DEPARTMENT 


Ldb    Angeles     Chamber    df    Commerce 


April   11,    1940 


Miss  Lorene  Martin 
Virginia,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Martin: 


Following  receipt  of  your  letter  this  morning  regarding 
the  whereabouts  of  a  statuette  of  Abraham.  Lincoln  by  Ella  Buchanan 
of  Hollywood,  I  have  made  considerable  inquiry  and  have  the  follow- 
ing to  report: 

My  first  thought  in  this  connection  was  the  Los  Angeles 
Museum  who  told  me  that  such  a  statuette  was  exhibited  there 
under  the  auspices  of  the  California  Art  Club  from  October  19 
to  November  19,  1922,  Upon  calling  the  secretary  of  the  Califor- 
nia Art  Club,  they  told  me  that  undoubtedly  Miss  Buchanan  had 
been  the  exhibitor. 

I  then  telephoned  Miss  Buchanan  who  told  me  that  the 
statuette  in  question  had  been  purchased  by  a  local  film  company 
then  filming  the  life  of  Lincoln.   This  company  was  the  group 
who  planned  to  present  the  statuette  to  President  Harding.  Miss 
Buchanan,  however,  could  not  remember  the  name  of  the  organiza- 
tion, but  did  remember  that  Cy  Snyder  was  the  publicity  man  for 
the  company.  The  Screen  Publicist  Guild  tells  me  that  they  have 
now  no  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  Snyder.  Miss  Buchanan 
says  that  he  was  in  poor  health  two  years  ago  and  probably  is 
not  alive. 

For  your  additional  information,  Los  Angeles  Museum 
tells  me  that  there  is  a  reference  to  the  statuette,  or  rather 
to  Miss  3uchanan,  in  "Lincoln-Lore",  published  by  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana.  The  issue  is  151 
and  was  released  in  1932.  According  to  Miss  Buchanan,  reference 
and  a  picture  of  the  statuette  appeared  at  one  time  in  the 
"^sdies  Home  Journal". 

I  think  I  have  contacted  all  the  possible  sources  of 
information,  and  I  hope  that  I  have  given  you  a  lead  which  will 
help  in  some  respect.  Thank  you  for  writing  us,  and  when  we 
can  help  you  in  the  future,  we  will  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Cordially  yours 

V;Qt£ENf3  AUXILIARY 


17/130 
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Catherine  Doyle 
Executive-Secretary. 


THE   HARDING    MEMORIAL   ASSOCIATION 

OFFICE 
HARDING    HOME    AND    MUSEUM 


MARION,    OHIO 


April    19,    1940. 


Miss  Lorene  Martin, 
Virginia,  Illinois* 

Dear  Miss  Martin: - 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  March  28th;  am  very  sorry  that  we  can  give 
you  no  definite  information  about  the  statuette,  "the  Young,  Lincoln,",  hut 
way  hack  in  the  recesses  of  my  mind  there  is  a  thought  that  J  am  unable  to 

Mrs.  Harding  never  got  as  far  as 


trace  or  to  verify;  it  is  this; -Mr.  and 
Los  Angeles  on  that  last  trip,  owing  to 
Francisco:  I  remember  hearing  something 
that  it  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Earding  at  tfoe 
was  packing  up  her  belongings  there  and 
I  realise  that  this 
fit,  it  may  be  used 


Chief  Usher 
Hoover. 


as 
the  illness  of  the  President  at  San 
about  this  statuette  to  the  effect 
White  House  during  the  time  that  she 
that  she  left  it  at  the  White  House, 
is  of  no  value  to  youfor  immediate  use  but,  if  you  see 
as  a  starter  to  tracefrom,  either  through  Mr.  H.  O.Criia, 


at  the  White  House,  or  through  Mrs.  Coolidgc  or,  perhaps,  Mrs 


Regretting  our  inability  to  give  you  anything  definite  on  the  subject, 
and  with  very  best  wishes,  we  are, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Healing  Home  &  Museum. 

Curator. 


CONTRIBUTIONS    EXEMPT    FROM    FEDERAL    INCOME    TAX. 


Virginia,  Illinois 
April  23,  1940 


Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 

Northampton 

Massachusetts 

Dear  Mrs.  Coolidge: 

I  am  seeking  information  about  a  silver  statuette 
(eighteen  inches),  "The  Young  Lincoln,"  (as  a  woodsman), 
made  "by  Miss  Ella  Buchanan,  for  inclusion  in  a  series 
of  articles  which  I  am  preparing  for  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Society. 

The  statuette  was  to  have  been  presented  to  Pres- 
ident Harding  when  he  should  visit  Los  Angeles  on  that 
trip  during  which  he  was  fatally  stricken  at  San  Fran- 
cisco; and  after  much  tracing  I  have  obtained  the  rather 
uncertain  information  that  it  was  sent  on  to  Washington, 
but  that  it  probably  arrived  after  Mrs.  Harding  had  left 
the  White  House. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  if  you  know 
anything  about  the  little  piece'?   I  did  not  gather  that 
it  was  intended  especially  for  Mrs.  Harding  after  her 
husband's  death- -at  least  the  custodian  of  the  Memorial 
at  Marion  has  no  record  of  its  ever  having  been  present- 
ed to  her.   Nor  is  is  now  at  the  White  House. 

I  require  to  know  nothing  for  these  articles  except 
its  present  whereabouts.  However,  if  you  chance  to  know 
anything  of  interest  regarding  the  statuette,  I  am  sure 
you  will  tell  me  about  it. 

In  any  case,  I  shall  be  very  grateful  to  you  for 
your  reply. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Miss  Lorene  Martin. 
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